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CONCLUSION

INTRODUCTION

METHODOLOGY VITNE

Meadow Mari (Uralic > Finno-Ugric > Wolgaic) is traditionally considered to 1) corpus study in KORP by Giellatekno (56,72M tokens) - 50 sentences 3295 occurrences « There are probably no particles in Meadow Mari that encode reportative
have a ,,small” or ,.indirect” evidential system (Plungian 2010) encoded in the each oreverbal and postverbal position evidentiality

2nd past tense (Saypasheva 2016; Nelson & Vedernikova 2017; Skribnik & 2) field recordings of spontaneous speech * However, vitne marks solely the first-hand experience of the speaker
Kehayov 2018). 3) Family Problems Picture Task (2 participants) e certain particles hold both inferential and epistemic value

(1) Meadow Mari

Misa kum

ludym pySten.

Misha three duck.Acc shoot.PST2.3SG
,Misha shot three ducks (and I didn’t see it)’.

In addition to suffixal evidentiality, some Uralic languages have specialized

particles to mark the information source.

(2) Komi-Zyrian

nyvjas!  Diskoteka po poz’0

kotyrlyny!

girls disco REP can.3sG organize.INF
"Girls! They said that one can set up a discotheque!”

OBJECTIVES

Meadow Mari is rich in modal particles ( cf. Riese et al. 2019: 337-364)

particle English

4) Evaluation with native speakers.

CASE STUDIES

DYR

14690 occurrences
flexible, but mainly postverbal position

(3) joratenak Synden otyl dyr?
love.cvB.EMPH fall.PST2.CNG NEG.3SG probably
’Have you not fallen in love after all?’

(4) teve kon dyr agytan muraltys.
look who.GEN probably rooster sing.psT1.3sSG
’Here’s whose rooster must have been singing.’

(8) ljgot - zap  dene muzyr ogyl, vitne.
age time with coupleNEG.be apparently
"Looks like age does not align with time.’

(9) Pagarze, vitne, tudyn
stomach.px3sG apparently (s)he.GEN loaded bag like

SUSmo Suvys gaj!
"Looks like his/her stomach is like a loaded bag!’
- does not mark the degree of certainty in the truth value of the proposition

- directly linked to first-hand evidence of the speaker
- encodes inference drawn from said first-hand experience

AMAN

2099 occurrences
postverbal position only

(10) uremyste tygaj motor keCe a  tySte jiir jireS aman?

« certain particles hold inferential but no epistemic value
e aman can be considered as a mirative particle

— evidentiality and epistemic modality can be viewed as separate
domains

— Inferentiality and epistemic modality can be viewed as separate
domains.
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To categorize Meadow Mari modal particles based on the following Just listen. this  probably think.cVvB go.out.NMNLZlegend

parameters:

- does It encode information source (evidentiality)
- does It encode reasoning (inference)

- does It encode the speaker’s attitude to the truth value of the proposition

(epistemic modality)
- 1f so, Is It weak or strong

- marks a lesser degree of confidence in the truth value of the proposition
- never used In interrogative mood
- also used as an emphatic particle

*This Is probably fiction, a legend.’

- high confidence in the truth value of the proposition
- based on inference or first-hand experience
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